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Peter Vining’s 

Chipmunk 



 

President’s  
Report 

Greg Findon 

Very little to report on this month as again this past 
month there has only been one Sunday of flying,     
frustrating for members but beyond our control. 
 
A thank you to all members who have supported our 
indoor flying sessions this year. The final  indoor flying 
session is scheduled for 12 September from 7.30 – 
9.00pm. An email reminder will be sent to all members. 

 
MFNZ’s AGM will be re-convened 
on 14 October in the Hawks Bay 
area. A number of members have 
indicated that they would like to 
attend and have suggested     
possible car-pooling. I will send 
all members an email near the 
end of the month with more     
details. 

 
The Club auction was held on 31 August, a good    
number of members and visitors attended, but          
unfortunately bidding was slow and there were a     

number of items that didn’t meet their reserve price, 
however, that’s what happens at auctions.  Thanks to 
all members who attended. 
 
Now it’s officially spring time we should start to get   
better weather, so here’s hoping we can get some    
flying in. 
 
Regards 
Greg Findon President 
PN Aeroneers 
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Vintage 
Idea 

Hi Fellow Vintage Buffs, 
 

Well another cancellation in the bag with regard to our 
August meet ‘Sir quad mire’ winning the day! but no 
worries we still have three left in the bank! Also I did 
hear rumours of someone experimenting with the float 
plane idea once again, but  no progress at the moment 
I’m  told.  
 

Still if all else fails and we can’t become airborne we 
could always resort to a grand kite fly off! Remember 
those highly technical pieces of equipment that       
probably started us off on the path we are treading  
today! (ball of string, couple of tomato stakes) all     
borrowed! from Dads out of bounds vegetable garden, 
Along with the Sunday newspaper! And Boy were we 

in business! Just a random thought I thought I’d share 
with you !  
 

Anyway all being well we should all meet once more 
at   Spur road Airfield 9.30 a.m. 10th of September, No 
1 runway and see what the weather man has sent our 
way.  

 

Good luck and good Flying to all.  
    



It has been a busy few weeks for Ivan and I as we    
decided to spend more time at the beach and it has 
been making decision as to what goes and what stays.  
We will be back and forward and keeping in touch with 
the many friends we have made in Feilding. 
 

Ivan now has a modelling workshop “to die for” and that 
will keep him in the basement for some time.  Visitors 
are always welcome.   Phone number updated under 
the committee list on page 15. Hopefully we get the in-
ternet connected this week  
 

I am happy to continue publishing the club newsletter 
however if you want PN Aeroneers news, photos and 
reports, the club members are going to have to submit 
them.  Ivan and I will endeavour to fly at Colyton at least 
once a month and my camera will be on board.  The 
rest is up to you. 
 

The front page focus of a club aircraft will continue and 
for this month we arranged to meet Peter for some   
photos.  By the time we departed, I had my photos, Ivan 
was chuffed to have two more models to play with and 
to adorn the walls of the workshop and Peter was happy 
to have received the asking price for his models and 
more room in his shed. 
 

Lets hope we get some flying in over the spring and 
summer months.  Happy Landings, Linda 
 

 

From the  
Editors Desk 

Linda Lambess 

Peter built this American Pro Kut kit which he 
has powered with a DLE 20. It has a wingspan 
of 88 inches. 
 
He found it a great kit to build and after 27 flights 
he still enjoys getting it airborne. 
 
 

 

Front        
Page Focus 

Peter Vining’s Chipmunk  
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Puzzling Postage?  
 
Here’s a little something to 
ponder when you are not 
working on your model.  
 
A question of Stamps!  
A man walks into a post office, places $60 on the 
counter and says to the assistant…  
“Please give me some $2 stamps and six times as 
many $1 stamps.  
Also, please give me the change, not in cash, but in 
$2.50 stamps”.  
 
Q1. How many stamps did he receive in total?  
Q2. How many of each denomination?  

Tools required: 
 

If it should move and 

doesn’t use CRC 

 

If it does move and 

shouldn’t use DuckTape 



Models and accessories were checked out prior to the auction on Thursday 31 September.  Peter Vining was 
once again auctioneer and worked hard to get the people attending to open the wallets.   
 
Most things without a reserve were sold for well under their real value however one seller/buyer was pleased to 
go home with a profit.    
 
Although it was a very slow auction with not a lot of stock to sell, it was good time to catch up with people from 
around the area. 
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Auction 



 

 

Buddy Box 

To all club members having a  
birthday this month. 

To club  
members  

celebrating a  
special occasion 

Congratulations 

www.aeroneers.com - follow us on facebook                   September 2017 - page 5 

What does 

PNA mean in 
front  

of the club  

auction in the  
newsletter? 

A text  
received by 
Ivan after  

Servo  
Chatter went 
out - senior  

moment! 

- blue skies, dry grass 
and temperatures we will 
probably complain about 

Summer is on its way  

Does anyone have a manual for a wife…. 
Mine has developed a whine!! 

Buddha has a new model - but having trouble getting it airborne although it is powered with a 180hp 
engine.  Enjoy the travels. 



Holidaymakers can expect to witness numerous       
unexpected wonders when they explore the world. 

But tourists visiting the Micronesian archipelago of   
Palau discovered an unusually rare sight, recently - 
after stumbling across a doomed WW2 plane. 

The long lost craft - believed to be a Japanese Aichi 
E13A long range reconnaissance seaplane - was 
found in a shallow river on the archipelago of Palau, 
which boasts 500 picturesque islands, according 
to Daily Mail. 

An image of the remarkable relic, which surfaced on 
Imgur, shows the plane largely intact with the wings 
still attached to the fuselage. 

Eerily positioned upside-down, it's not clear which 
country the military craft belonged to, but the            
undisturbed site has now become something of a 

makeshift grave. 

And, clearly, it exerts a fascination with holidaymakers, 
two of whom can be seen canoeing past the plane's 
rusted body. 

Unsurprisingly, the image has stunned people across 
the internet, with one saying: "Looks like a movie set or 
the beginning or end of a novel." 

Aviation historian and seaplane pilot Paul Beaver told 
MailOnline Travel that the plane is Japanese. 

He said: "It's an A13 floatplane. It is inverted and has 
lost its floats. This is a rare beast." 

An increasingly popular location, Palau is described by 
Lonely Planet as "scenically magical". 

"For such a tiny area of land, it packs a big punch. It's 
hard not to be overwhelmed by its extraordinary array 
of natural wonders: this is an archipelago of pristine 
limestone and volcanic islands, blanketed in emerald 
forest, surrounded by a shimmering turquoise lagoon. 

"Unsurprisingly, diving is the number-one activity here, 
with truly world-class dive sites. Divers swear by       
Palau's exciting seascape, fascinating wrecks and 
stunningly diverse marine life - it's not dubbed 'the    
underwater Serengeti' for nothing." 

 

From the  
news desk 

 
 

 
At the end of August, The Republic of Singapore Air 
Force will be holding a flying training exercise hosted 
by the Royal New Zealand Air Force at Base Ohakea.  

 
The deployment will include six F-16D+ fighter jets, 

about 110 personnel and associated support  
equipment. The exercise will provide valuable data for 

the process and how basing F15s at Ohakea might 
work for both of us. 
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The long lost aeroplane was found in a shallow river on the 
archipelago of Palau. Photo / Reddit/Tony Cherbas  

Stop Press - They are Here. 

https://www.facebook.com/TheRSAF/
https://www.facebook.com/TheRSAF/
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalNewZealandAirForce/


 

 

Indoor 
Another good crowd at indoor for August - some new models flying. 

Last indoor flying for 2017  
season 

 
Tuesday 12 September 

7.30 - 9.00pm 
Pascal Street Stadium,  

Pascal St, PN 
$10 to cover hall hire 
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I realise that this         
combination of chemicals 
is not common place in 
modelling but does          
hi-light the importance of 
being aware of the effects 
of the combination of chemicals and 
sprays. 



xxxxx 

Back on the farm, innovative transport technology had 
been taking off and demonstrating the Kiwi capacity for 
leadership. The idea of distributing fertiliser from      
aeroplanes has been traced back to a letter John   
Lambert, a Hunterville farmer, wrote to his Member of 
Parliament in 1926. Government officials dismissed the 
concept as impractical. Twelve years later the chief 
pilot of the Aerodrome Services Division of the Public 
Works Department showed it could be done by flying 
up Ninety Mile Beach and dropping lupin seed on the 
sand dunes. Further RNZAF trials in 1948 verified the 
practicability of using aerial bombardment for peaceful 
purposes. 
 
Ossie James got the aerial topdressing business off 
the ground in 1949. He had learned to fly after wartime 
service in which he learned to be an A-grade            
mechanic. Back home he and his brothers set up a 
motor garage at Tolaga Bay. 
 
Soil erosion was a problem on the East Coast hill 
country, but while his farming friends had money there 
was a labour shortage. James saw the solution in the 
post war surplus of pilots, engineers and aircraft and 
so, beginning with three Tiger Moths and progressing 
to DC3’s James Aviation reached for the sky and never 
looked back. 
 
 A worldwide search for more suitable planes led to 
James Aviation obtaining exclusive manufacturing 
rights to American Fletcher aircraft and then to the 

Australian designed Airtourer and Aircruiser from 1967. 
Design modifications were undertaken by Air New  
Zealand technical engineers. In 1969 National Field 
Days visitors were impressed by the purpose-built 
Fletcher prop-jet aircrafts rapid rate of climb and 60% 
improvement in fertiliser output. 
 
In 1971 Pat Monk joined James Aero Engine Services 
Ltd to head an in-house design team. In1973 the   
company formed a consortium with Air New Zealand 
and NAC to create Aerospace Industries. Monk     
headed a team that developed an innovative            
new-generation model called the Air trainer for the 
RNZAF and overseas customers including the Royal 
Australian Air Force and the Royal Thai Air Force. This 
was a small advance on the state of the art. A 1973 
article in Designscape 51 bemoaned lost opportunities: 
 
New Zealand support of its own original aviation      
developments has been low. Some reasonably well 
founded projects involving total aircraft design have at 
various times bitten the dust for lack of available       
finance or government interest…   
 
We have instead developed a genius for importing the 
most suitable existing aircraft for our purposes, finding 
them unsatisfactory often in basic respects and having 
to make major design modifications with great ingenui-
ty so that the aircraft’s original aerodynamic qualities 
are not unduly disturbed.  
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Up where we belong ... 
From New Zealand by Design  

written by Michael Smythe 

Airtrainer designed and built by  
Aerospace Industries Airtruk ‘flying hopper’ designed by Luigi 

Pellarni and built at Ardmore 



 

Off the ground... 

Sometimes of course they have been improved. But 
this process obviously makes less than the best use of 
the high calibre aeronautical designers we profess to 
have, and as well, makes unnecessary dents in our 
hard won overseas earnings. 
 
The article did profile the closest thing we had to a kiwi 
plane – even if it was designed by an Italian in         
Australia. In 1`958 two new Zealanders, Bennett and 

Worthington, had set up  a business to incorporate 
Pratt and Whitney engines and other components form 
surplus Harvard military trainers, into aircraft designed 
and built specifically for the New Zealand topdressing 
industry. They enlisted the design services of Luigi     
Pellarni from Australia, and the result was the Airtruk 
'flying hopper' which first took to the air in 1960. Design 
features included positioning the pilot above the engine 
and the payload to increase visibility and safety, and 
twin tail booms to improve control and keep the        
ailerons and flaps away from the corrosive cloud. By 
1973 the design was still being continuously improved 
and built by Barr Brothers at Ardmore. The King of 
Thailand bought nine for cloud seeding and many were 
operating in Denmark, Greece and Yugoslavia. 
 
New Zealand's most enduring global contribution to 
product design innovation in the aviation industry was 
the Cargon system, invented by SAFE Air in the early 
1950s. It allowed freight to be unloaded and loaded as 
fast as a plane could be refuelled. The Cargon         
capsules were built at the Railway Workshops. In the 
early 1970s versions were developed to carry livestock 
and to transport 20 passengers in comfort to and from 
the Chatham Islands. 

Calendar days are numbered.                                                                                      September 2017 - page 10 

Cargon capsules – an integrated component of 
the railways transport system. 

 

Will consider 

offers Phone or text Ivan 

0212106138 or 06 3626513 

Email  

ivanhlindal@gmail.com 

Brand New 

Will consider offers 

Phone or text Ivan 

0212106138 or 06 3626513 

Email  

ivanhlindal@gmail.com 

Brand New 

mailto:ivanhlindal@gmail.com?subject=For%20Sale
mailto:ivanhlindal@gmail.com?subject=For%20Sale


WANTEDWANTEDWANTED   ---   photoSphotoSphotoS   

Most people have a camera on their phone - 
use it and share the pics.  

 
 If you take a reasonable pic of a club member and or their plane please send it to me, with a name 
of the person and/or the owner of the model.   Unfortunately I am not able to make to every fly-day 

and  
if the strip is not open on the day that I can attend, then, like this month I am short of pics and news. 

Email: editor@aeroneers.com 

 
A NEWSletter comes from North, East, West and South! 

DEAD
DEAD
DEAD      

OR OR OR    

ALIVE
ALIVE
ALIVE   

What do you call a country where everyone drives a red car?  A red carnation.                 September 2017 - page 11 



 

What did the Mexican fireman name his twin sons? Hose A and Hose B.              September 2017 - page 12 

Take care when  
driving to and from 

the field. 
Please stick to  
60 kms down  
Spur Road . 

September 15th is Battle of Britain Day and the RNZAF will be marking the day at both the Pukeahu National War 
Memorial in Wellington and also at Base Ohakea. Spitfire PV270 will be operated by the RNZAF to play its part in 
the day's commemorations and flown by Squadron Leader Sean Perrett. 
 
Spitfire PV270 will lead a formation with two Beechcraft Texan 2 aircraft for a flypast over the National War Me-
morial at 12 noon in conjunction with the service there. The formation will depart Ohakea at 1130 and return to 
Ohakea at 1230. Note that depending on timing of the commemoration service at Pukeahu, the flypast time could 
vary ahead or behind the 1200 flypast schedule. 
 
At 1740 (5-40pm), Spitfire PV270 will be joined by the RNZAF Historic flight Harvard NZ1015 (flown by Flight 
Lieutenant Stu Anderson) for a flypast at Ohakea followed by individual displays. 
 

 

  

Battle of Britain Day 



September 2017 
 

Fri 1 Sept   Servo Chatter on line 

Fri 1 Sept    Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,  

Sat 2 Sept   Test flying and training 

Sun 3 Sept  2m glider flying & Sport flying 

Sat 9 Sept    Test flying and training 

Sun 10 Sept    Tomboy, Vintage flying & Sport  

Tues 12 Sept  Indoor flying 

Sat 16 Sept  Test flying and training 

Sat/Sun 16-17 Sept John Selby Memorial      

Vintage Competition, Levin, see p 12 
Sun 17 Sept   Radian, Cub, Scale & Sport  

Thurs 21 Sept Committee Meeting 

Sat 23 Sept    Test flying and training 

Sun 24 Sept  Combat 

Thurs 28 Sept Club Night -  

Sat 30 Sept  Test flying and training 

Sat 30 Sept    Servo Chatter October       

      deadline 

October 2017 
Sun 1 Oct   Servo Chatter on line 

Sun 1 Oct   2m glider flying & Sport flying 

Fri 6 Oct   Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,  

Sat 7 Oct   Test flying and training 

Sun 8 Oct    Tomboy, Vintage flying & 

Sport  

Sat 14 Oct  Test flying and training 

Sat 14 Oct   MFNZ AGM 
Sun 15 Oct   Radian, Cub, Scale & Sport  

Thurs 19 Oct  Committee Meeting 

Sat 21 Oct    Test flying and training 

Sun 22 Oct  Combat 

Mon 23 Oct  General flying 

Thurs 26 Oct  Club Night -  

Thurs 26 Oct - 29 October - Soarchamps, 

Hawkes Bay 
Sat 28 Oct  Test flying and training 

Sun 29 Oct  General Flying 

Mon 30 Oct    Servo Chatter November     

November 2017 

 
Wed 1 Nov  Servo Chatter on line 

Fri 3 Nov   Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,  

Sat 4 Nov   Test flying and training 

Sun 5 Nov   2m glider flying & Sport flying 

Sat 10 Nov  Test flying and training 

Sun 11 Nov   Tomboy, Vintage flying & 

Sport  

Thurs 16 Nov  Committee Meeting 

Sat 17 Nov  Test flying and training 

Sun 18 Nov   Radian, Cub, Scale & Sport  

Thurs 23 Nov  Club Night -  

Sat 24 Nov    Test flying and training 

Sun 25 Nov  Combat 

Thurs 30 Nov   Servo Chatter December     

        deadline 

 

Calendar 
Check our website for update information 

www.aeroneers.com 

 

Tuesday 12 September  7.30 - 9.00pm 
Pascal Street Stadium, Pascal St, PN 

$10 to cover hall hire 

F INAL  INDOOR  FLYING  FOR  2017 

A pessimist's blood type is always B-.                                                                        September 2017 - page 13 

When I give you my 

time, I’m giving you 

a portion of my life 

that I will  never get 

back so please don’t 

make me regret it 

http://www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/


Senior Membership $140 (this subs include the $75 
NZMAA affiliation) 
Family Membership $145 
Junior (under 18) $40 
Associate $40 
Associate Flying $65 
Subs are per annum.  
 
Please pay Clive Martis or any committee member or 
online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  
Palmerston North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to        
include your name in the details box.  
 
Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Clive of your payment. 

 
You need to be a paid member to fly at the  

club airfield. 
 
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to  March 31 to ensure all club members 
are covered by the MFNZ public liability insurance. 

Club hats and shirts 
are now available.   

 

Hat - $15 
Your typical fisherman 
“Gilligan” style. 
 

Shirt - $30  

They are 100% Dri-zone 
polyester, anti-snag and       
moisture wicking. 
UPF rating 50+. 
 

See a committee member. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care 
is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible 
for the content of advertisements or any material contained    
therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

President: 
Greg Findon, 06 356 1571 
president@aeroneers.com 

 

Vice President: 
Bruce Woodfield, 029 357 8039 
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 

 

Treasurer: 
Clive Martis, 06 357 8832 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 

Secretary and Editor 
Linda Lambess, 06 3626513 

021 2106139 
secretary@aeroneers.com 

editor@aeroneers.com 
 
 

Club Captain: 
Peter Vining, 027 443 2378 

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Ivan Huntley, 06 3626513,  

021 2106138 
 

Alvah Brickhill, 021 0522875 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 

Palmerston North Aeroneers Palmerston North Aeroneers 

Club Subscriptions Tee Shirts and Hats 

Club Address: 
P.O. Box 800,  Palmerston North.  

 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             

Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 
 

Club Flying Site: 
End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

 

Club  
Information and 

Committee 

Broken isn’t the same as unfixable.                                                                            September 2017 - page 14 

Bones  
It has been said that the membership of any           
organisation is made up of these four bones  
1. The WISH BONES, who spend their time 
wishing someone else would do the work.  
2. The JAW BONES, who do all the talking, but 
very little else.  
3. The KNUCKLE BONES, who knock every-
thing that anybody else tries to do.  
4. The BACK BONES, who take on the load and 
do all the work. 
 

Which one are you?  

mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com
mailto:president@aeroneers.com
mailto:vicepresident@aeroneers.com
mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com
mailto:secretary@aeroneers.com
mailto:editor@aeroneers.com
mailto:Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com
http://www.aeroneers.com
mailto:aeroneers@aeroneers.com

